
Background of Nursery School Programme 

Our nursery school programme was started in 1993, which is also the year that our organisation 
was founded. This programme runs in refugee Camp 1 and Camp 2, located along the Thai-Burma 
border in Ban Nai Soi, Mae Hong Son province, Thailand. In 24 years of this programme, around 
48,000 children have benefitted from it. 

As of January 2017, there are 1,100 children between the ages of 2 years 8 months and 5 years
attending our 16 nursery schools in Camps 1 and 2. We are the only nursery school provider in
these camps. 90% of children in this age range- the other 10% attend special needs school run by
another organisation. 

Children have a right to education. One of the main aims of our nursery school programme is to
ensure that young children in their crucial formative years receive proper care and support, which
allows them to develop foundational skills in literacy and numeracy, as well as their fine and gross
motor skills. 

Our nursery schools provide the children with basic hygiene supplies and teach them basic hygiene
practices. In the refugee camps, good health and dental care is hard to come by. As such, the
teaching of basic hygiene practices is crucial for the children's health. 

Nursery  school  is  about  teaching  children  basic  numeracy  and  literacy  skills,  and  also  about
developing their fine motor skills. Stationery is needed for the teaching and practice of these skills.
Teachers  create  their  own  teaching  aids  and  worksheets,  including  simple  books  for  tracing
numbers and the alphabet, and for reading. Children practise their writing, art and drawing skills
(fine motor skills) on worksheets, exercise books compiled by their teachers, and blank sheets of
paper. 

We work extensively with partners to ensure the children's all round development. For example,
we work  with  the  Karenni  Health  Department,  a  community-based organization,  to  carry  out
monthly health checks and as-needed vaccinations for the children. 

We also partner with the children's parents to ensure that they receive good care and support at
home. We have a Parents Education Team that conducts home visits four times weekly. This team
educates parents on child rights, child protection, health, nutrition, and parental communication
skills.  By engaging with parents regularly and seeking their  feedback,  we aim to provide well-
rounded care for the children. 

In addition, we work with the Karenni Education Department, a community-based organization
that runs kindergartens, primary schools and middle schools. We conduct regular exchanges with
them  on  curriculum,  policies,  and  teaching  methods.  These  exchanges  help  us  improve  our
services. 


