
Background of KNWO 

Karenni National Women's Organization (KNWO) is a non-profit community-based organization in
Thailand and Myanmar. Our umbrella organization is the Women's League of Burma. KNWO was
founded in 1993 by Karenni women who fled to Thailand seeking asylum from Myanmar's brutal
military regime. Women were subject to serious human rights abuses by the Burmese military,
including rape, torture, and forced labour. While Karenni women are free from the abuse of the
military in the refugee camps, they still continue to experience discrimination and violence. We
advocate for women's rights, protection, and empowerment through education and advocacy. We
have 2  offices-  the first  in Mae Hong Son,  Thailand,  and the second in  Loikaw, Karenni  state,
Myanmar*. 

Our mission is: "To ensure that KNWO is internationally recognized as a women's organization and
to  advocate  for  equal  rights,  empowerment,  protection,  livelihood,  and a peaceful  society  for
women and girls living in refugee camps along the Thai-Burma border and in Karenni state". 

Our vision is: "Every woman and girl is able to make their own choices in their lives to enjoy full
equal rights in social, economic, and political life, and live free from violence". 

We run a range of different programmes from both offices. These include: 
• Women's rights 
• Gender-based violence prevention and survivor support 
• Peacebuilding 
• Women's livelihood/ Vocational training
• Education
• Advocacy and documentation 
• Health and sanitation 
• Leadership and governance 
• Legal and human rights education 

Since  1993,  donors  we  have  worked  with  include:  The  Border  Consortium  (TBC),  Women's
Education for Advancement and Empowerment (WEAVE), International Rescue Committee (IRC),
Norwegian People's Aid (NPA) and the Finnish Refugee Council (FRC). 

For more information about our programmes and activities, please visit our website at: 
www.karenni-women.org 
and our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/KarenniNationalWomenOrganization 

*The nursery school programme is managed by the Mae Hong Son office. 


