
KNWO Monthly Updates 

February 2016 Edition – Busy Bees!  

 

INTRODUCTION 

This month has been extremely busy for staff at the Loikaw branch office. With 

English class every weekday, the annual coordination meeting held on the Thai 

border, training and discussion workshops to attend, I ter atio al Wo e ’s Day 
to plan as well as Vale ti e’s Day commitments, everyone has been rushed off 

their feet! February has been hectic indeed but our women are excited to 

organize some new projects, learn more about responding to survivors of GBV 

and prepare for IWD on March 8
th

. 

 

ENGLISH LESSONS 

Our staff have been continuing with their English class, held by a British volunteer 

who teaches them for 2 hours every evening on weekdays. Over the past month 

we have had a couple of special guests from foreign countries in Europe which 

has allowed the women to learn about a different country and practice their 

English by asking many questions to our guests, the favourite being: Do you have 

a girlfriend/boyfriend?!  

Our first guest was Madara, a backpacker from Latvia who stayed at KNWO for a 

couple of days and was a great presence in the office, eager to learn Karenni 

traditions and teaching us the history of her country and Eastern Europe. Our 

second guest was Martin, a very adventurous traveler from Austria passing 

through Loikaw for a day and curious to meet our women and ask about 

Mya ar’s history a d particularly the curre t situatio  i  Kayah “tate. For 
information on this topic you can check out the ABOUT section of our new 

website: https://karenniwomensorganization.wordpress.com/about-knwo-4/  

A big thank-you to these lovely guests for giving the students an opportunity to 

learn something new about another part of the world and for sparking very 

interesting discussions on politics, wome ’s rights a d the future of Mya ar’s 
government. We welcome visitors from across the world to drop in to our office 

and discover more about KNWO and the Karenni people of Myanmar!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KARENNI VOICES 

Soe Myar, our office 

assistant chats about 

the causes of GBV 

and the changes needed                               

to protect women. 

What do you enjoy most about your 

role at KNWO? I really like being in 

the field training communities. It is 

good to know I am helping women 

directly by giving them knowledge 

on their rights.  Do you think things 

are improving in your state in terms 

of domestic violence rates? It is 

difficult to know rates as many 

women do not speak out about their 

experiences as they think they will 

be shamed in their communities. But 

KNWO has been campaigning in 

Karenni for the past 3 years and 

most villages know who we are and 

what our organization does. If 

women are in trouble they know we 

can protect and support them.               

Why is so much violence directed at 

women? In Karenni culture women 

are the domestic workers who take 

care of children and depend on their 

husbands and males in their villages 

for financial support. But women are 

also expected to work, for example 

on the farm or selling food at the 

market. Sometimes husbands come 

home and maybe they have been 

drinking so get angry and beat their 

wives, especially if there is no 

money. Also most people are very 

uneducated and have no knowledge 

about their rights and what is 

wrong. With no rule of law in 

Myanmar, it is difficult to get justice. 

So men continue to be violent.             

Do you think the situation will 

improve in the future? I think that 

with the new government, human 

rights and a strong rule of law can 

be promoted so I hope that more 

people will become educated from 

us and realise that GBV is a human 

rights violation and survivors need 

to voice their experiences. This is the 

only way we can make a change.   



KNWO’s otto is from peace in the home to peace in the world  and it highlights 

the need to eliminate violence within families in order to have a chance of peace 

in the wider community, 

 

MAE HONG SONG MEETING 

The week of February 15
th

 held the annual review talk which was attended by 

KNWO central committee staff from both camp branches and two members from 

the Loikaw branch. This meeting took place in Mae Hong Song at the refugee 

camp and occurs to discuss the success of our implemented projects and create 

action plans based on perceived opportunities, threats and weaknesses.  

The main project carried out in 2015 was the Prevention of GBV training 

workshops. This training was applied across 25 villages in 4 townships for 15 

participators per workshop (10 women and 5 men).  In total, 375 participants 

attended these prevention and awareness workshops in order to form Education 

and Advocacy (A&E) teams which represent KNWO and are responsible for 

referring survivors to the KNWO Safe House, offering on-site counseling and 

providing further information on our community services. The response to this 

project has been very positive, with village communities requesting further 

training and information on sex and gender, domestic violence and human rights.  

Unfortunately funding for this project has ceased which is a main concern as 

there are many villages left to be targeted for Prevention of GBV training. KNWO 

and CARE Myanmar are coordinating to request renewed financial support in 

order to focus on setting up more A&E teams. Funding for Safe House activities 

has been approved for 2016 and we await approval from the Finnish Rescue 

Committee for funding a vocational training project. This training is part of the 

KNWO 2016 Action Plan and aims to give survivors the necessary skills to become 

financially independent of males in their families. The idea is to train women in 

sewing, agriculture (home gardening), hairdressing, massaging and make-up 

artistry. After they are fully trained KNWO will support the women by offering 

internships at our organization and helping them find paid work after they 

complete volunteer roles. There is a shop set up in Nai Soi camp which sells 

traditional Karenni products made by women in the camp who work with KNWO 

to generate small profits which contribute to their livelihoods. We hope we can 

implement a similar project to this in Loikaw so follow our updates on future 

vocational projects in Kayah State! 

 

GBV REFERRAL GUIDLELINES WORKSHOP  

This workshop involved a discussion between KNWO and its GBV coordination 

group facilitators from partner organizations on gender-based violence response 

mechanisms. There are 6 steps in addressing a case of GBV and they are the 

following:  1) Approach and Immediate Response to the survivor 2) Case Identification 

and Team Setting Up 3) Fact Finding and Needs Assessment 4) Implementation and 

Referral  5) Follow-up and Evaluation 6) Case Closure 

These steps ensure a case of violence against a woman is fully addressed and 

responded too, with complete support and protection for the survivor ensured. 

Currently there are 2 survivors residing in the Safe House, both with their young 

children. One of them is a rape case from a man outside the family and the other 

is a survivor of long-lasting domestic violence from her husband. 

 

                                                                         

OUR MESSAGE 

A special thank-you to our KNWO 

Safe House staff for managing a 

particularly difficult case this month 

involving the rape of a teenage girl.  

The mediation process proved 

complicated, with the perpetrator 

supported by their village head so 

initially we thought the girl would 

not receive compensation and 

justice. However due to the work of 

Aye Aye Soe and Byarmar Oo who 

led the discussion with village 

members,  this case has been settled 

and the perpetrator will be punished 

accordingly for his actions. 

Our women express the need for 

strong rule of law and a justice 

system. Remember that many 

women worldwide have limited legal 

protection and atrocities committed 

are seldom voiced. Without the 

funding and support KNWO receives, 

it would not be possible to make this 

change in the Karenni community.  

Please follow our campaign on IWD 

and check out the following! 

karenniwomensorganization.word

press.com   

Twitter: @KarenniWomenOrg 

Facebook: KNWO  
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